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June 17, 1996

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU COLLEAGUES HONOR FORMER GRAD SCHOOL DEAN
CHARLESTON -- Friends and colleagues of Larry Williams, former dean of the
Graduate School at Eastern Illinois University, recently honored him with a
photographic portrait to be placed in the Graduate School offices in Old Main.
The photo, taken by Cobb's Portraits in Charleston, was made possible through
contributions by Williams' friends and colleagues, who established a fund through the
EIU Foundation for this purpose, said Bud May, Eastern's director of grants and
research, who organized the portrait dedication ceremony.
Terry Weidner, interim provost and vice president for academic affairs,
presented Williams with the portrait.
"Through the presentation of this portrait and the creation of the Larry Williams
Graduate Student Travel Awards, we intended to both honor Larry and keep his many
accomplishments f resh in the minds of the Eastern com munity, and provide assistance
for graduate students, " M ay said.
Williams presented the first travel awards to Jeri Matteson-Hughes of
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Charleston; James Basham of Dwight; Michael Dreslik of Neoga; Matthew Gilg of
Neligh, Neb.; Michael Marlen of Millstadt; and Kathy Carroccio of Dewitt, Mich.
The awards will fund the graduate students' travel to conferences to present
their research and to participate in symposium offerings. Recipients were selected by
a committee composed of EIU faculty members Michael Leddy, Council on Graduate
Studies; Patrick Coulton, Council on Faculty Research; and Sandra Heard, Graduate
Student Advisory Council.
Williams, who retired from Eastern last July, served as dean of the Graduate
School since 1978. During this time, he filled a variety of roles, including overseeing
research, faculty development, international affairs, continuing education, extended
degree programs and affirmative action. He also taught mathematics.
He represented the university in a number of national, state and regional roles .
He is past president of the Illinois Association of Graduate Schools and has addressed
numerous national, regional and state organizations on issues pertinent to graduate
education.
"Larry furnished the university with leadership that reflected dedication, loyalty
and unwavering good disposition. His personal and professional actions and example
have, for over three decades, inspired many of his students, colleagues and friends
to do better -- to become more than they were," May said.
Williams is currently living in Colorado Springs with his wife, Connie. They have
three children, Todd, Blake and Sarah, and a grandson, Carter.
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